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          President’s Message 
I would like to thank all of our members 

who attended the reunion in Pensacola, Florida. I 
spoke with Bill Clerke, and he reported a strong 
turnout and a great time had by all. Special thanks 
to Larry Hagler and the NMCB 11 group for ev-
erything they continue to do for our organization.

I was unable to attend due to work in Tel Aviv, 
Israel. I’ve been traveling back and forth, attempt-
ing to avoid the ongoing rocket attacks. One night 
I stayed on the 22nd floor of the Sheraton Tel 
Aviv Hotel and slept soundly. The next morning 

at breakfast, the flight crew mentioned they were exhausted after spending most of the night in 
a bomb shelter. Still half asleep and without coffee, I wondered what they were talking about — 
until I realized I had slept through the air raid alarm. I suppose I can thank my CPAP machine 
for that! 

Looking ahead, our next reunion with MCB-11 will be held in Colorado Springs, September 
21–24, 2026. Please make every effort to attend. We especially encourage members in the Col-
orado area to participate. Even if you cannot attend, please consider calling a fellow Seabee and 
encouraging him to reconnect.

Registration forms will be posted on the website soon. Please register early so we can obtain 
an accurate count.

If you need assistance, contact me at 562-760-8314 (Pacific Time). I am available any day, 
any time.

Reunion Information
MCB-11 Association & NMCB-8
September 21–24, 2026
Colorado Springs, CO
Contact: Larry Hagler
Email: mcb11.2026@earthlink.net
Phone: 512-796-2834 
 
Veterans History Project

We encourage members to preserve their stories. 
My wife Marilyn, a court reporter, informed me about an excellent resource: The Veterans Histo-
ry Project, supported by the National Court Reporters Foundation. Court reporters volunteer to 
transcribe veterans’ recorded histories. 
 
If you would like your story transcribed, visit: 
NCRA.org/vets 

After your story is prepared, please send a copy so we can include it in the newsletter. 
 
Association Business 
Time moves quickly, and staying connected matters. 
 
								        —Continued next page



Attention: I believe that we are missing from 
our records a MCB8 Seabee that was killed 
during our 1967 Chu Lai Deployment. A 
split rim tire exploded in the A company 
shop leading to massive head injuries. He 
didn’t use the required tire cage thus causing 
his death. 

Do you know his name and have infor-
mation about him? If so, please email it to 
me. Ken Bingham, jorden2323@msn.com.

Pete Behena 99 year old Seabee, 
November 15, 2025.

https://www.nbcpalmsprings.
com/2025/11/15/80-years-later-

the-seabees

 Submitted by John Ratomski, son of a WW II 
6th Special Batallion member.

—President’s Article Continues:
As a nonprofit corporation, our 

expenses remain steady even as mem-
bership declines. Our largest costs are 
printing and mailing the newsletter. 
 
Thank you to those who have contrib-
uted additional funds. If you are able, 
please consider making a small tax-de-
ductible donation payable to: 
 
	 NMCB-8 
	 Ken Bingham 
	 7657 Lemur St.
	 Ventura, CA 93003 
 
Please keep your contact information 
current by using the “Contact the 
Association” form on the website or 
emailing: adcicerone@gmail.com.

I look forward to seeing you in 
Colorado Springs. 
			   — Arnie



Walter "Wayne" Kircher, 92, of Nutley, passed 
away on December 9, 2025.

He was an electrician with Operating Engineers Lo-
cal # 68 until retiring in 1996, and a US Navy vet-
eran serving during the Korean War. He began his 
Navy career in the Navy Reserves later becoming ac-
tive duty as a Navy Seabee CE3 assigned to MCB8. 
Upon completing training in Port Hueneme, CA he 
spent time stationed in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and 
Casablanca, French Moracco. He was the recipient 
of a National Defense Service Medal.
REST IN PEACE!

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/wal-
ter-kircher-obituary?id=60263474

Timothy Frank Buckley “The Chief” passed away on May 13th. His 
death was due to complications brought on by Alzheimer’s disease. He was 
87 years old.

The Chief, as he loved to be addressed by, was born on April 2, 1938, 
to Wilfred Joseph Buckley and Edith Coleman. The second of two sons, the 
Chief was raised in his beloved Newport, Rhode Island. He graduated from 
Rogers High School in 1955. After graduation, he joined the United States 
Navy and later the U.S. Navy Seabees. He thoroughly loved his military ca-
reer and serving his country. He served with distinction until his retirement 
in 1990. He retired with the rank of Senior Chief Petty Officer. During his 
service, he achieved his greatest accomplishment: becoming the first in the 
Navy to become a Registered Civil Engineer without an advanced degree. 
After retirement from the service, the Chief continued working for various 
engineering firms in California and Rhode Island. He enthusiastically donat-
ed his time and energy to the Seabee Museum at Port Hueneme, California 
and loved every minute of it!

The Chief, also known as “The Iron Eagle” (from his role as an extra in 
the 1986 movie) deeply loved and cared about his family, friends, country 

and canine pets, Finn being his most recent companion. He took on the responsibility of raising three sons: Peter and Mark 
Zakis and Timothy Francis Buckley. He was married to his lovely and devoted wife Valerie for 53 years.

A resident of Ventura, California since 1974, the Chief is survived by his immediate family, daughter-in-law Cristina, 
grandsons Ricky and Paul, brother, Bill of Newport, and many nieces, nephews, grandnieces and grandnephews.

A special thank you to Rene Gomez and Carena Rush for many years of compassionate and dependable caregiving to 
the Chief as well as all the other caregivers over the years that assisted our family. Also, thanks to Mission Hospice for always 
being there and helping along the way.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to The Alzheimer’s Association or the Seabee Museum in Port Hueneme. T

(The Chief was a freind and neighbor of mine. Ken B)

It’s always something, MCB 8 1968



MCB E I G H T—1960-62
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA

CAMP LEJEUNE, N.C.
DAVISVILLE, R.I.

The Battalion transferred in mid-April to Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina for its first deployment: a six-week tour of 
military training under Marine instruction.

Qualification with the M-l rifle was the program for the 
first week of training, and over half of MC8-8’s men made 
expert, sharpshooter, or marksman. Infantry combat training, 
covering a multitude of subjects, and advanced combat train-
ing comprised she curriculum for the next four weeks.

The final week saw the Battalion in the field, using its 
knowledge to stem the onslaughts of crafty” Marine ‘aggres-
sors”.

Attention all you C-Rat 
Eating Seabee Mutts

From your Editor/Treasurer/fellow Vet, friend— 
and human being (Me thinks). 

Please consider receiving your MCB-8 Newslet-
ter by e-mail—if possible.

Don’t volunteer unless it is convenient for you. 
If you don’t use or have email service then forget 
this message.

For those of you that can, please consider. You 
can read it or print it out. It is in color.

Why you ask? 
Saves time and money.

Ken Bingham
jorden2323@msn.com

Ken
Bingham
Chu Lai



 Submitted by John Ratomski, son of a WW II 
6th Special Batallion member.



 Submitted by John Ratomski, son of a WW II 
6th Special Batallion member.

MCB 8 Mortar Training at Camp Pendleton, 68

Let’s hear it 
for the CE’s

Dear Ken,
My name is Victor Johns. I joined the MCB-8 in the spring of 

1964 and became the Company Clerk of C Company for about 
a year. My first deployment was to Spain. I had to request a Cap-
tain’s Mass to get into the field to do my rate as a builder. It took 
two seamen to fulfil the tasks of Company Clerk, after training 
both of them for three weeks.

I came back to the U.S. in December of 1964, at that time 
there was no way any person should cross the Northern Atlantic 
Ocean by ship. My next deployment was to the Advanced Party, 
and we (my unit) were never told where we were going. We were 
issued rifles, ammo, and equipment. We became the first bat-
talion from the East Coast, specifically Davisville R.I, to enter 
Vietnam in the summer of 1965. We returned around May of 
1966. While I was in Vietnam, I passed the E-5 exam, but at that 
time it was required to have a year remaining. I did not, and I 
was not going to extend the 6 month to receive it. I separated in 
August 21, 1966.

Unfortunately I cannot go to the Reunion, as I cannot sit 
that long on an airplane, and I lost my wife 3 months ago. I have 
donated the MCB-8 plaque and some Vietnamese currency to 
the Seabee Museum at Port Hueneme, which they graciously ac-
cepted. I have spent the remainder of my life in Alaska and have 
worked as a General Contractor for 41 years.

Additionally, please drop me from the mailing list for getting 
the hard copy of the Newsletter, as I receive them digitally in my 
email. —Respectfully, Victor L. Johns



Contact
P.O. Box 391

Springfield, VA 22150
Phone: 703-690-7672

—Donation— 
Address

PO Box 657
Gulfport, MS 3950

You Served, They Could Benefit.
The Navy Seabee Foundation offers exclusive opportunities 
for the children and grandchildren of those who served in the 
esteemed Naval Construction Forces, including Seabees and 
Civil Engineer Corps (CEC) Officers. Seabee Scholarships 
can be used for a four-year bachelor’s degree, a two-year as-
sociate’s degree, or a technical education (CTE) program, our 
scholarships are tailored to support their aspirations. Eligibil-
ity includes active duty, reserve, retired, and honorably dis-
charged members.

Manning the perimeter 
during 1968 TET.





Robert James Olsen Obituary
Robert James Olsen, 81, of Rice Lake, WI, died 

January 1, 2026, in Marshfield, WI. He was born 
September 22, 1944, in Toledo, Ohio, to Thomas 
and Arlene (Anderson) Olsen.

He graduated from Rice Lake High School in 
1962, attended UW–Stevens Point and UW–Eau 
Claire, and served in the United States Navy from 
1965 to 1972, including two Vietnam-era tours with 
NMCB 8. He married Jane Candell on February 10, 
1973, in Eau Claire.

Bob was co-owner of Hennings Inc. and later 
owned and operated Olsen’s Office Machines Inc. in 
Rice Lake for 40 years. He also served as a reserve 
officer with the Barron County Sheriff’s Department 
and the Turtle Lake Police Department.

He is survived by his wife, Jane; daughters Katy 
Olsen and Laurie (Mark) Leaf; six grandchildren; 
sister Nancy (John) Mommsen; and extended family 
and friends. He was preceded in death by daughters 
Carolyn Ann and Lisa Marie; his parents; brother 
Thomas; and sister Kathy Rudd.

8th NCB Detachement at IWO JIMA
ELLIS AND HIS SEABEE MARINES - - -

In the meantime, a couple of weeks before the Battalion
left Pearl Harbor, Chief Ellis and twenty-five men were de-

tached from the Eighth and assigned to the 8th Marine Field 
Supply Depot as equipment operators.

They were to go :n on the invasion with the Marines.
Theirs was to be the hazardous job of handling the cranes, 

bulldozers and trucks ·which were to bring supplies from the 
ships lo the front lines. They worked and fought with the 
Marines during the first three weeks of the invasion and then, 
the peak of the emergency over, they were reassigned to the 
Battalion. The men parted from the Marines with mixed emo-
tions, glad to get back to their old mates but sorry to leave the 
newfound friends with whom they had gone through so much. 
The Marines expressed their thanks and admiration for the 
manner in which Ellis and his men had done the job by giving 
each man an official commendation. 

Assemblage Art By Ken Bingham (Too much time on 
my hands. - kb



DEPLOYMENT COMPLETION REPORT 
DaNang, Vietnam 
September 1965 – May 1966 
U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Eight (NMCB-8) 
 
U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Eight 
Care of Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 96601 
 
From: Commanding Officer, U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Eight 
To: Commander, Naval Construction Battalions, Pacific 
 
Subj: Deployment Completion Report for Period September 1965 through May 1966 — Submission of 
Ref: COMCBPACINST 5213.1C 
 
Encl: (1) Deployment Completion Report 
 
Enclosure (1), summarizing the Battalion’s activities during the September 1965 – May 1966 deployment to Da-
Nang, Republic of Vietnam, is forwarded in accordance with reference (a). 
 
Signed, 
P. A. Phelps 
 
SECTION A — Administrative Summary Narrative 
Unit: U.S. Naval Mobile Construction Battalion Eight 
Period: September 1965 – May 1966 
 
1. Employment Status 
Mobile Construction Battalion Eight was deployed to DaNang East, Republic of Vietnam, in accordance with 
COMCBPAC Operation Order 23-65 to provide construction support for U.S. Military Forces. 
 
2. Unit Movements 
a. Advance Party 
An advance party of one officer and 69 enlisted men arrived in DaNang on 26 August 1965. The main body fol-
lowed approximately one month later after changing homeport from Davisville, Rhode Island, to Port Hueneme, 
California. The main body was transported in seven aircraft, the last arriving 30 September. 
 
b. Hue/Phu Bai Detachment 
A detached unit of one officer and 50 enlisted men departed DaNang for Hue/Phu Bai between 9–31 October, 
traveling by LCU and helicopter. Six enlisted men returned 10 April 1966 with the workload. One officer and two 
men remained temporarily for shipment of remaining equipment and rejoined the battalion on 4 May. 
 
c. Training Detachment 
Seabee Team 0805 detached in March 1966 to conduct training at Port Hueneme, California. 
 
d. Return Movement 
An advance party of one officer and 30 enlisted men departed DaNang for CONUS on 20 April. 
On 21 May, the first of five flights transported the main body to CONUS. The last flight arrived at NAS Point Mugu, Cali-
fornia on 24 May. Marine Airlift Command support was noted as outstanding. 



 
3. Significant Events 
 
20 Aug 1965 — Battalion officially changed homeport from Davisville, RI to Port Hueneme, CA 
 
26 Aug 1965 — Advance party arrived in DaNang 
 
11 Sep 1965 — Main body arrived Port Hueneme from Davisville 
 
30 Sep 1965 — Last of main body arrived DaNang 
 
28 Oct 1965 — NMCB-8 camp taken under fire by Viet Cong unit attacking MAG-16 hospital construction site. No casu-
alties. One enemy mine found and destroyed after the attack. 
 
24 Feb 1966 — NMCB-8 and NMCB-5 replaced damaged span on Tourane River Bridge. Span replaced and operational 
within 39 hours. 
 
18 May 1966 — First operational off-loading of cargo at LST/LCU ramp constructed by NMCB-8. 
 
22 May 1966 — Camp dedicated as Camp Faulkner* in memory of A. J. Faulkner, EOHB3, killed in a 
construction accident while rehabilitating the Special Forces airstrip at Kham Duc. Ceremony attended by 
senior Marine and Navy officers.  

4. Major Problems 
Average on-hand strength was approximately 3% below authorized levels. Overhead and security duties reduced available di-
rect labor force by about 4%. Earlier personnel increases would have significantly improved productivity. A personnel status 
chart followed in the original report. 
 
8. Vietnamese Labor Program 
NMCB-8 pioneered the use of Vietnamese laborers in the DaNang area. Workers expanded battalion productivity and were 
trained in: 
 
Steel tank erection 
Butler & Quonset hut construction 
Road repair 
Concrete work 
Adequate supervision was essential; productivity declined without constant oversight. 
 
9. Awards 
30 April 1966 — LTJG Henry L. Merry, CEC, USNR — Navy Commendation Medal — Advance Party OIC and project 
officer for LCU/LST ramp and port facilities construction at DaNang. 
 
15 July 1966 — LTJG Eugene H. Steffens, CEC, USN — Secretary of the Navy Commendation — Officer-in-Charge of 
50-man detachment at Hue/Phu Bai. 
 
26 March 1966 — BMC William A. Silland, USN — Navy Commendation Medal — Assistant Officer-in-Charge of Ad-
vance Party and Hue/Phu Bai detachment.



NMCB-8 Seabees’ Association 
7657 Lemur St. Ventura Ca. 93003

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

To:

—Love and Serve Each Other—
Billy Boggs

As we move through our later years, many of us ask quieter but deeper questions than we once did. We have lived 
long enough to know that strength is not only measured by what we carried on our backs, but by the way we carry 
our hearts. As veterans, we have known hardship, brotherhood, loss and perseverance. Those experiences still mat-
ter, and they still shape how we love and serve others today.

To love and serve our fellow man begins with simple presence, listening without judgment, offering a hand with-
out asking for anything in return, speaking a kind word to a neighbor, showing patience to a stranger or encour-
agement to a fellow veteran can be a powerful act of service. We do not need grand gestures to make a difference. 
Often it is the small, consistent acts of compassion that can change lives.

In the world we now live in, it can feel as though values have shifted and respect has faded. Yet this is precisely 
where we are needed the most. Our example matters. We made a difference by showing up, by showing integrity, 
humility, and steadiness in uncertain times. We remind others, especially younger generations, that character is 
built on responsibility, loyalty, and care for others.

So, my brothers, over the years we gained a great deal of wisdom. Most of it we earned the hard way. So, let’s use 
it well. Love freely. Serve faithfully where you can. And, remember now, especially now, that our lives still have 
the power to bring light and love into the lives of others.

God has a plan for us all, let’s all pray for guidance to follow that plan. Bill

Oh My
Thialand


