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Advance Party Touches Down in Vietnam

As the USS PAGE

ment off-loads signaling the
amphibious exercise,

COUNTY (LST 1076) marries

the

to
causeway at Red Beach, Coronado,the first piece of equip-

up

beginning of NMCBR EIGHT's

(Photos and story on Page 3)

A Time
To Vote

oince most of the
primaryelections across
the nation will be held
during the Battalion's
coming deployment, absen-
tee ballots and voting
registrations should be
taken care of as soon
as possible, according
to eN3 R.D. Laime, CkC,

USNR, BIGHT's Voting
Officer.

Aegistration cards
are available from ENS
Laime in the Charlie
Company UOffice, These

are to be completed and
mailed to the city or
county clerkaof the res-
pective resident state.
Registration reguire-
ments and primary elec-
tion dates vary accord-
ing to each home state.

Registration should
be completed before the
Sept. 1 deadline. He-
guirements include age,
residence, and character.

Initial Flight Begins Deployment
With BEEP To Prepare Turnover

The Battalion already
has its foot in the Viet-
nam door with the two
flights of the advance
Farty touching down there
earlier this month.

The advanceParty has
already started the
Battalioniguipment Lva-
luation Frogram, acro-
nymed "BzszF."™ Part of
this program isto learn
as much as possible of
the detailsand problems
encountered at the camp
site. advance Party

EIGHT Takes Eight in RVN

Tnere's one thing a
Seabee of NMCE LIGHT can
be sure of in these
times: the deployment
cycle. As sure as he'll
spend eight months in
Vietnam, he'll spend
cnly six short mcnths
here at home. It's like
death andtaxes, there's
just no getting around
itl‘

For the menaof =IGHT,
the six short months are
drawing to a close. Soon
the Battalion will be
airborne again, heading
for the rigorous chal-
lenges of Southeast asia,
Behind them will be home
and their loved ones.

But behind them also
will be an unparalelled
record of achievement
in the technical and
military training which
was administered here
in homeport. Training
which molded the Batta-
lion into the effective

construction and fight=-
ing unit it is today.

with a well deserved
leave period concluded,
NMCE EIGHT began the
homeport dployment with
a Battalion partyat the
oportsman's Lodge in
North Hollywood on sep-
tember 15.

The training cycle
was divided into tnree
phases. The firse,

(Cont'd on Page 8)
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Intermission

This edition of the
NeWoLaTTeR, first of
1968, completes coverage
of LIGHT's homeport de-
ployment .

The Battalion's next
Newsletter is scheduled
for publication during
March from the Republic
of Vietnam.

memberswill checx files,
learn who to deal with,
where the projects are
located, and, in general,
how to go about doing
the jobs.

Inader toeffective-
ly carry out its mission
of constructionsupport,
a battalion has to xnow
the capabilities and li-
mitations of the equip-
ment usedtod the worke.
This is particularly
true when a battalion
relieves another batta-
lionwhichhasbeen using
the equipment for sever-
al months.

Through BaeP, every
piece of automotive,
construction and weight
handling equipment under-
goes a thorough inspec-
tion by a team composed
of perscnnel from the
relievipg battalion, the
battalion being relieved
and the 31st Naval Con-
struction Hegiment.

Inaddition, mainten-
ance records, equipment
attachments, spare parts
inventoriesare careful-
ly checked, Inthis way,
the relieving battalion
obtains a firm evalua-
tion of the equipment
that itis about to take
over, and the avail=-
ability of parts re-
quired.

All
need do
company for
man for man. Repre-
sentatives from every
company and department
are readying for the
turnover to take place
as soon as the flights
arrive,

the
is

main body
take over
company,
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EDITORIAL

Year of Opportunity

What's ahead for you in 19687 What do the next 340 days
have in store?

These are rather difficult auestions to answer.

However, there is nsne thing vou can be sure awaits you
in 1968 and that is oppsrtunity.

There is the opportUﬁxty to become more skilled in your
profession; to learn more of what is hapr-ening around you;
to gain skill in =a field that may be new and different;
or to become more knowleiiseable in vour dealings with
others.

All these and many more opporturities are waltnng for
you in the year ahead, but you must be alert and willing
to work to take adventage of them.

You can't sit back and simply wish good things will
come to pass, Hard work is the only thing that can make
dreams and wishes come true,

At this time of the year, we have 5 tendency to make a
number of resoluticns to improve curselves during the com-
ing year.

Unforturately, most of these resolutions are forgotten
ty the end of the month.

50, rather than making a long list of resolutions, make
just cne., Resolve to take adv=zntaze of every opportunity
for improverent that presents itself{ in the coming year,

3y doing so, you may find you have created a few op-
portunities of your own and vour family will live a fuller
and happier life. (AFPS)

by
JO3 R.J. Rainville

This generation is saidto be the torch bearer
for future =zenerations. "Torch bearer"™ sounds
symbolic doesn't it? To break down the expres-
sion further we come up with the word "torch".
Then the fun begins..."torch",.,., a flame, fire
wnich gives off light. People coming into New
York harbor see the 1liberty torch or "fire of
freedom™.

As we look across these United States we
see other examples of "torches or fires" being
used in other than their appropriated uses.
Tempers flare and the fires of racial unrest are
kindled. What ever happened to the quote MAll
men are created equalm?

The flames of unrest appear again when one
who does not desire to serve his country in the
cause of freedom,decides to burn his draft card.
True this is a free country where freedom is one
of the basic principvles of our lives. But what
is freedom? Freedom is the rignht or the state
of being free, as long as you do not infringe on
the rights of others. When a person burns his
draft card or demonstrates against the policy es-
tablished by the United Statesheisinfringing cn
the rights of others and at the same time locsing
the right to be free,

CO /G 9\\\\\\ con 2.5, Sz

This willbe our last

publication from our
homeport here at Port
Hueneme. Our advance

party has already been
deployed andis now busy
preparingfor thearrival
of the main body of the
Battalion, We have com-
pleted a highly succes-
sful periodof technical
and military training
and are in the process
of winding up our crew
training, In a matter
of only a few weeks,
MCB EIGHTwill be begin-
ning its third deploy-
ment to Vietnam,

For allof us in EIGHT
thisis a very sad time,
for ahead of us all lie
long months of separat-
ion from our families,
our friendsand our coun-
try. For those of you
who remainat home wait-
ing for our return 1lie
equally long months of
loneliness and anxiety
without the men in your
life. There is little
I can say to make anyof
you feel any better a-
bout the prospectof it.
However, I can assure
you that your men have

.x‘<~&0a«>0€MiF:fih94<>$0*{-o*ﬂAFJ’“*F_

been well trained and
are readyfor any event-
vality tnat they may
have toface in the com-
ing months of our de-
ployment. I am very
proud of the way these
men, yours and mine,
have performed during
thepast monthsof train-
inge I know from ob-
servingthis performance,
that you can expect to
hear great thingsin the
coming months about the
men of EIGHT and that
you will be every bit
as proud of them as I
am, for we have been
blessed with a truly
fine Battalion,

To those of you who
remain at home I can
only ask that you write
as often as is humanly
possible; that you keep
your letters as cheer=-
ful as circumstances
permit; that you be un-
derstanding when long
hours of work do not
permit your mento write
as oftenas you and they
would like; and that you
keep us allin yourminds
and hearts and prayers.
VWie'll seeyou soon, with

the help of God,
i e SN ~ow?

Ui 4

Fire, being a
sorrow and death. The
satisfy one's emotional
time create havoac among

The

new year is upon us.
look at the year gone past,
but does man learn by the

beneficial 1light can lead to
torch

is being used to
crisis and at the same
others.

Let us take a long
It is history now,
referral to history?

Man is so blind that he will always stumble into
tomorrow as he stumbled into yesterday.

We, the military,beatniks, hippies, teenagers,

in a true sénse, are
future.

our advantage? Do we do

needs of the modern society
modern world?

the inhabitants of the

the
Are we using this light to the best of

"torch bearer" of the
our best to fulfill the
established Dby us;
wWill we

stumble into the future and become torn between

progression and regression?

We must stop and

look at history and correct the mistakes we made
yesterday and go into tomorrow holding the light

of freedom ahead of us instead of dragging

behind.

To conclude,
Bernard Shaw, who
candle f'or me.

once

It is a sort of
which I have got hcldof for a moment,
to make it burn as brightly as

it

I would 1like to quote George

said, "Life is no brief
splendid torch
and I want

possible before

handing it on to future generations."




EIGHT HITS RED BEACH ONE!

As the LST ramp slowly
grinded open, the drivers
of the lead bulldozers stood
in rlace and stared ahead
at the 1200 ft. causeway
leading to the beach.

Merbers of the Security
Flatoon received last minute
instructions, inserted clips
into their rifles, and pre-
pared to hit the beach.

Behind them, the engines
of 11 construction vehicles
roared 3into 1life, echoing
their sounds throughout the
enclosed tank deck of the
ship.

Ahead lay the beach, the
enexwy, and the challenge.

Thus was the scene as an
embarkation team from NMCB
EIGHT rprepared to assault
and secure a Gteachhead at
Coronado, ¢California, on
January 9%,

The exercise was complex
in that the team would not
only be expected to secure
the beachhead, lut also con-
struct and masintain a self-
contained community within
a 24-hour period., In addi-
tion, agression from the
outside could be expected
at any time.

From the beginning, how-
ever, everything went ahead
of schedule. In just over
one-half hour, every vehicle
and man was off the US3 FAGE
COUNTY and on the causeway.
With the beach clear of hos-
tle action, the dozers began
leveling the way for the
construction and supply ve-
hicles to follow., Almost
immediately, living tents
were being erected while the
foundations of almost a dozen
crew training projects were
being set in place.

By 1645 of the same day,
eight 1living and galley
tents, two strongback huts,
a reefer and generator, an
observation tower, a command
post and three bunkers plus

Story by
J03 J.X, Curtis

Photos by
PHAN R,F. Cotter

50 per cent of the helopad
were completed.

After the sun went cown
ard the second hot meal of
the day hed teen served, the
men of the tear went to their
defensive positions, It was
known that agression could
be expected from membters of
Amphibious Construction Bat-
talion ONE, Wwhen, how much,
and where, were still the
urnknown factors.

The answer came at 1830,
A "rat patrol" vehicle sped
along the landward side of
the camp perimeter and rain-
ed mock mortars in on the
recently completed installa-
tion. Scattered and heavy
sm2ll arms fire then broke
out on the left flank. Dur-
ing the remainder of the
evering, the men of EIGHT
encountered pockets of ag-
gression throughout the teach
area. But at 2230 when the
combat phase of the operation
was secured, the camp and
its security were still in-
tact. The Seabees had pro-
tected what they had built.

The next mornizg, the
remainder of the helopad
was finished and the con-
struction segment of the
exercise was completed., The
installation was then dis-
mantled and prepared for
backloading aboard the LST
the next day.

The job had been done in
record time. Froblems had
been encountered, answers
had been found, and lessons
had been learned,

Above all, the men of
EIGHT knew that Aif the day
came when the beach was not
Coronado, Califormia, the
enemy not their fellow sold-
iers of ACB ONE, and the
overation not a training
exercise --- the job could
be done with a minimum of
difficulty and a maxirum
of efficiency.
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B C D Co's Help Museum Grow Five Arms

Building To Include
ADM Moreell’sDisplay

Bees of LIGHT centinue contributing
to the enlarging cof the honeycomb at the
CBC oeabee Museum soon to include five
new Butler Buildings.

Scheduled complecion date is Feb. 15
at which time ADM Ben Foreell, CiC, USN
(Hetired), Founder of the sSeabees, is
expected to be on becard to personally
arrange his display.

Two of the buildings will house ADM
loreell's rerowned travel collections.
Another two will be used for Vietnamese
displays, and the fifth is to be used
for luseum office spaces.

The additions not only contribute to
the experience o crew members from Bravo,
Charlie and Delta Companies, but also
add to the historical value of the cele-
trated CBC BPMuseum. This will be the
only site where ADM Moreell's collection
items will be available for public view-
1Ng.

Censtrucvion materials were purchased
with funds collected from the sale of
the Jeabee Medallion conmemorating the
25th Jeabee anniversary and frox the do-
nations of contributing groups.,

Delta oany - F mi y
Crew Training Projects Keep 'Bees Busy ciidaliie

What's new in Delta nowthatthe leave period 0 Aare a timber bridge Pages five and six
Company? The Big "D" is over,the Company has FProJject compleved under ;.ve hLeen compiled by
would like to clear the been busily engaged in the direction of BURZ ¢he NowoLeTTek's staff
air that "D" meanselta Crew Training. Another T.C. Gibbs and a welded proyiding  information

Company, notibg Company aspectaf Crew Training, pipeline project Per-  for dependents while
as rumored. Une sure On the Job Training, formed by SWF2 H.A. EIGHT is deployed.

thing, the Big "D" came has been putinto effect Cor%ez and his crew. The insert is to be
about as a result of as Chief Fetterley and Many men 1n‘§he com- removed and folded in
Delta's construction his whole first platoon Pany are looking for- pa)1f with the telephone

effort on the Chu Lai have been put to work Ward to our deployment. gjrectory as the last

deployment and it will on the addition to the Men like our illustri- ,5.¢,

again be proven next JSeabee Museum, Addi- ©Ous Company Chief, BUCS In the case of sub-

deplcyment. tional construction ef- Ferron, really enjoythe seops not covered here,
Christmes at home forts beingaccomplished "challenges™ which come the 1ocal Red Cross is

was nice this year. But by the men of the Big 3?g:§amfr°m a tour 1N prepared to assist.
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- TEAM 0808 MEETS THAILAND CHALLENGE

Seabee Team 0808, un-
der the leadership of
LTJG J. Uwens, is pre-
sently on deployment in
Thailand.

Team 02308, is the
fourth teamto be formed
by  NMCB £13KET. The
primary purpose of the
team is to build for
freedom. They, in short,
are the Navy's answer to
the FPeace Corps, and
have had unlimited success
on deployments in Viet-
nam and Thailand.

The following are a
few excerpts from LTJG
Uwens! recent lecter

to COH Burton.
",..ewill be moving
to the village of Bung
KRan. This village is on
the kekongRiverand is a
lictle larger than the
village of Fraeng Chan,
where wewere stationed.
Living quarters will be
a 22' by 39' two-stery
Structure. «e built an
addition, 18'by 39', on
the back to be used as
a galley. Our luxuries
include a hot water
heater, showers, interior

Charlie Company

plumbing, and a washing
machine.
"A newtwist has been

adced to the Border
Patrol rolice-=-seacee
Frogram, and thisis the

iine Platocn. Line rla-

tocns are comlrosed of
aprroximately thirty
men, and in the past

they have been only the

Alpha Company

military arm of the BLF

with the Counterpart
Teams doing all of the
Civic action work. Now

duz to a shortage of
manpower, the Jounterpart
Teams are coming from
areas down south. 1n
the endthis system will
rovide a trained team
from each oI the nine

TASK FORCE JOBS: PRIORITY 1

Alpha Company completed
its two weeks of Military
Training at Camp Fendleton,
despite the temperature which
was low enoursh to create
snow flurries at our train-
ing areas, The training at
Fendleton was brought to an
end during a bivouac, after
which the men boarded buses
for the long trip back to
Fort Hueneme.

Now that everyone has re-
turned fromtheir well-earned
Christmas or New Year's leave,
crew training has begun,
Crew Training is practical

NOWHERE T0 GO BUT OVER...

SWFCN R.C. Robertson

Crew Training, mount
out exercises, embark
exercises, new men, and
holiday leave have been
the major activities of
the Super Cfr the past
few weeks, With the de-
ployment close at hand,
the new men wonder what
it's '"really like" and
the old timers remember
and are hoping for hot
water this time,

after our two weekxs
training atCamp Fendle-
ton (which sawthe Super
C earn the highest per-
centage of qualification
with the M-16) we began
crew training. such
projects as erecting
strongback tents, as-
sembling AM2 landing
strip matting, and aid-
ing in the construction
of the newdeabee luseum
addition here on the
base have kept the men

of the JSuper C out of
trouble and off the
streets.

A real feather in our
cap this month was the
performance of car Embark
Team, led by LT Klauss,
in it's venture to Coro-
nado on an L5SD, I mean
L5T. After the 20-hour
voyage on the L3T, the
team did a remarxable
job in setting up camp
and working on train-
ing projects.

We wouldlike to take
this copportunity to wel-
come some new faces to
theSuper C; SWCGilbert,
BU1Tenney, 3J1 Alexander,
S Buckmaster, OSWEZ2
nistner, SWF2 Drake and
BULCA Simpson. Welre
sure their stay will be
fruit ful.

The months ahead
hold the real challen-
ges and a job well ac-
complished has meaning,

(Cont'd on Page 9)

training which consists of
road building for the Equip-
ment Cperators, maintenance

and repair for the Mechanics,
and well drilling for both
rates, The Ecuipment Opera-
tors have been buildirg a
road at the crew training
area under the direction of
EOC D.L. Starrett. The Me-
chanics heve been maintaining
the ejuipment used in crew
training, and doing a fine
jobwith CMC G.H., Damschroder
supervising, EO1 J.L. Frost
is heading the well drilling
crew which set up the rig and
drilled about 20 feet below

the surface., Any oil yet
Jerry? This training will
help the men prepare them—

selves for jobs that may con-
confront them in Vietnam.

As part of the final phase
of homeport training, a crew
of men embarked for Coronade,
Calif. =sboard an LST. This
crew simulated, in a small
scale, the movement of a bat-
talion aboard an LST. These

(Cont'd on Page )

GOOD FOR PIPING OVER THE SIDE—SWC Harold

transferred to the Fleet

Reserve Jan. 15
years of active service in the U.S. Navy.

areas of Thailand, but
it means that when the
Thai Team leaves there

is no one left to carry
on the civicaction-self
help program. Solution:
involve the Line Flatoons
with the program for
they will remain in the
area, Thus we now
motivate two Thai units
instead of only one.
",..0tress has been
on short term, high
impact projects such as
hand dug wells and the
installation of water
sealed privies. This
type of work can be ac-
complished bythe people

in a short period of
time and there is no
problem with lagging

interest. alsc,noequip-
ment is involved and the
end project is something
which can be used by
many people.

"...JIt is quite a
challenge to get the
entire operation run-
ning smoothly. eesTO
make it even more worth-
while, the people are
some of the finest I
have ever met. They are
openand extremely friend=-
l}'."

[Peorter v comwmsany § twance

] = !!!;ﬂqﬂugis

MAKE ONLY
AUTHORIZED PURCHASES

T. McCrea was
after almost 21
His service has

included duty aboard the cruiser USS HOUSTON, and WW II duty
with MCB 54, Since 1952, SWC McCrea has served MCB's FIVE,

NINE, TEN, and EIGHT,
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EIGHT Takes Eight... ExamRus

(Cont'd from Page 1)

Technical Training, be-
gan in Jeptember and
lasted until® November.
During this +time, the
1Bees o EIGHT underwent
a diverse curriculum
ranging from bridge con-
structionto light frame-

work to rock crusher
operations. Jimultane-
ously, new blood was

being injected into the
ranks witn the receipts
from the NaVJCUl letter
schools, For three
months, the Technical
Training phase provided
NMCB EIGHT with a well-
rounded knowledge of
construction sxill, a
knowledge whichnwill now
be put into practice in
r\Sian

Cn Cctober %, a Batta-
lion awards ceremonywas
reld in order to pay
tribute to individual
achievements on the Chu
Lai deployment. oSixty-
sixU,3.Military Assist=-
ance Command, Vietnam,
Certificatesof Achieve-
ment and 112 Letters of
Commendation and Appre-
ciation were awarded to
the men of EIGHT,

Two weeks later, the
Battalion, in mass,
marched before the CBC
reviewing stand in cere-

monies for Navy Day
1967. Behind the men
came the machines of

their trade from bull-
dozers to 6x6 trucks.
The second phase of
the homeport schedule,
kilitary Training, be-
gan on November 13th
when the Battalionreport-
ed to the 31st Naval
Construction degiment
for three weeks of com-
bat instruction at rort
Hueneme, This period
was followed up by two
weeks of training at
Camp Fendleton under the
tutorship of the Marines.
The curriculum covered

several different areas
of military training,
but mostly centered
around the mastering of
the BMM~16 rifle, being
used by EZIGHT for the
first time. Eighty-five
percent of the shooters
qualified with the new
weapon.

After nIGHT spent its
first Christmas in the
Jtates in three years,
the final phase, Crew
Training, Dbegan. The
purpose of this segment

was to familiarize the
men with working as a
unit, as they will do

in Vietnam.

@ ELX-Xh& N

(AFPS Feature)

1. What is t
o

1 a single _\"i-‘L

3. Which college holds the
NCAA major college basketball
ord for the best average in
oints per game? =
. Philadelphia 76ers center

¢ Stilt™ Chamberlain
f the major scor-
in the NBA. What
t record he set?
t was the worst
hip rout recorded in
Ty !
wmt  National  Hockey
team had two brother
inations playing for them
during the same season?
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h Season on:
Seavey Eligibility Dates Cited

ADVANCEMNT UPPUNTUNITY-—~ The masterminds tell
us that advancements from the February exams are
going to Dbe in the whopper class again. oo if
you're hankering for that crow or another stripe
to go with it, get in <there and start cracxking
the books! The Navy needs petty officers, and
we 're hoping that all eligible men will take the
exam, Remember, it doesn't hurt to try just a
little bit harder.

Just a reminder, that the E-8 and E-9 exams
are to be given in February instead of Iiay.
The selection board will convene in June and ad-
vancements will ocommence in Auguste.

EXal DISCieraNCIod=— Too many cases of discre-
pancies are not being cleared until after the
limiting date for advancement.

What's a discrepazncy? It means that some
part of the infermation cocncerning YUU that is
reported 1is not correct, such as taking an exam
for another rating without BUFzxs authority, er-
rors 1in service in pay grade, excessive awards
credit, etc. Zrrors are reported to each command
on the advancement Letter. First of all, be sure

that all the persomal information that you put
cn  the answer sheet 1is correct. Next, if you
are listed as a discrepancy when your command

advancement results, see the per-
the errors corrected.

receives the
sonnel officer and have

3EAVRY=— ZLZvery four months we are faced with
the task of a new seavey. after the deadline
for submissiondo rotation data cards, the Bureau
of haval Persomnel receives numerous letters and
phone calls from commands and discover that the
man concerned was not informed about the neces-
sary obligated service tc be eligitle for seavey.

in order to decrease the administrative work-
load and more important ,mot jeopardize an assign-
ment to shore duty of personnel who are eligible
for Seavey except for obligated service, all
commands are requested to comply with the Znlist-
ed Transfer lanual.

A1l personnel whe became eldgible for Jseavey
must have 24 months of active duty obligation
from the last order issuing month. That is for
A-68, your expiration of active obligated ser-
vice (2AO3) must be kay 1970 or later; for B-68
your LAUS must be September 1G70 or later; and
for C-68 your 2405 must be January 1971 or later.

It is recoumended that if you are eligible
for Seavey, make sure you extend for the required
amount of ovbligated service or else sign a Fage
13 entry stating you do not desire to extend for
SEeavey.

advantages of

For information relating tc the
Chief Lenning

arewarding Naval career, see laster
in the Career Information Uffice.
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Headquarters Company T
Curtain Closes Fast; . .

unloaded equiprent and ey |
. their gear after the L5T (AFPS Feature)
nosed into the causewav, In By Lt. Col. Bob Webb, USAF
0 ves I " t U 0 Xes e e i MORALE: A STUDY OF
a shor . lme a bivousc area MEN AND COURAGE, by
was built and defended John Baymes. o
against the amzressor force. fls srthor's puipess in Hils

book was to “find out why the

7 & : o K 4 = 3 e . s .

Uur time in the land of the big exchange is Next on cur schedule is infantry, which sufered the
fast coming to a close. Yes, nomeport deploy- cur deployment. We have most a5 it always must, was
ment will soon be history as hKeadguarters ComM- bpeen =adesuately trained to :-ﬁi:r:i;f{i:“;.::-urh courage and
pany begins o pack up and look for the big silver vsyild and Defend," znd feel Restricting his field in order
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