


4. Significant Events.

a. On 25 January 1968 a jeep carrying LCDR H. P. DAVIS, CEC, USN,
LTJG W. G. GOODMAN, CEC, USNR, and BUCS L. FERRON, USN struck a mine on
Route 546 near Hue resulting in total destruction of the vehicle and renuir-
ing medivac of the three passengers all of which were seriously wounded.

b. 0340, 31 January 1968 - 122mm rocket attack commenced on Gia Le
Combat Base. Camp Wilkinson received four rounds, with the base receiving
approximately 20-30 rounds. The alarm was sounded and NMCB THREE and NVNCB
EIGHT personnel went to their shelters for approximately 10 minutes. There=-
after the perimeter was fully manned. While the perimeter was manned, one
rocket landed in an Alpha Company fighting trench resulting in one KIA and
three WIA for NMCB THREE and four WIA for NMCB EIGHT. At approximately
0530, one round of 122mm rocket fire impacted in the Engineering/Drafting
building and the Charlie Company Office, destroying both completely by fire.
Seven other adjacent structures were damaged slightly.

c. 0330, 1 February 1968 Camp Wilkinson received four rounds believed
to be dud rockets, later found to be friendly 105mm illumination canisters.
The camp perimeter received small arms fire, returned same with negative
results. At 1220 Camp Wilkinson received two rounds of 122mm rocket fire.
One round landed near the messhall resulting in one NMCB THREE KIA and four
NMCB EIGHT WIA. There was no damage to the camp.

d. 0830, 1 February 1968 CDR J. F. O'LEARY officially took commend of
Camp Wilkinson.

e. On 27 February 1968 Rear Admiral J. V. BARTLETT, Commander 3rd
Naval Construction Brigade, visited Camp Wilkinson.

f. On the afternoon of 3 March 1968, NMC2 EIGHT celebrated the Seabee
Birthday. A small reception at the Officers Club was attended by commanders
and other officers of nearby military units.

g+ On 23 March 1968 CBPAC Chief of Staff, Captain Charles G. MILLER
and CDR B, HACKENSON visited Camp Wilkinson.

h. On 28 March 1968 Camp Vilkinson received rocket rounds causing
damages to berthing huts. One WIA required three weeks hospitalization.

i. On 6 Apzil 1968 the Hue Stadium received mortar fire causing damage
to ten vehicles, no injuries were sustained.

Je On 25 April 1968 RADM W. H. HEAMAN and RADM J. V. BARTLETT visited
Camp Wilkinson and the NMCB EIGHT project sites.

k. On 21 May 1968 at 0035 Gia Le Combat Base was brought under rocket
and ground attack. Camp Wilkinson received several B-40 rounds and small
arms fire. There were no NMCB EIGHT casualties and only very minor damage
to NMCB EIGHT equipment. Approximately 35 of the enemy were killed.

1. On 5 June 1968 a rifle grenade detonated near the cab of a NMCB EIGHT



using i the
& ca ear damage and facial wounds to the driver and damage to
gfmulic system of the TS-24., The driver was medivaced and the ecuipment

deadlinedo

m. On 8 June 1968 155mm round used as a command mine detonated on Col
Co Road resulting in minor injuries to the driver and a wheel blown off the

end dump he was drivinge.

n. On 27 June 1968 CAPT C. G. MILLER, COMCBPAC visited Camp Wilkinsom,
for a Management Inspectiom Visit.

0. 1120, 16 July 1968 Change of Command, CDR R. J. WESTBERG relieved
CDR J. F. O'LEARY, :

P Om 10 - 12 August 1968 various news agencies viszited the NMCB EIGHT
Camp interviewing BU3 Randy AGNEW, son of Governor S. AGNEZW Republican
Vice-Presidential candidate.

qe On 15 - 16 and 18 August 1968 a party from COMCBPAC of CDR WILSON,
LCDR GILMORE, and LT HENLEY visited Camp Wilkinson to conduct a Management
Inspection Visit.

r. 0100, 17 August 1968 an NMCB EIGHT crane located at a U. S. Army
position along Col Co Road, received minor damage from enemy mortars during
an attack on the Army position. There were no NMCB EIGHT casualties,

8. OCn 24 August 1968 Master Chief of the Navy MCGM D. W. BLACK visited -
Camp Wilkinson and NMCB EIGHT.

t. Om 31 August 1963 NMCB ONE TWENTY ONE's advance party of eight officers
and 92 eanlisted porsonnel arrived at Camp Wilkinson,.

u. On & - 6 September 1968 LT H. F. GOHHBAND, 3INCR, visited Camp
Wilkinson and NWCB EIGHT to conduct the Annual Supply Inspection, (ASI).

v. On 5 Seplember 1968 typhoon Beth passed over the Phu Bai - Gia Le
area causing light damage to Camp Wilkinson. :

w. On 8 September 1968 NMCB EIGHT completed the rescue of YFU-2k which
was on the landlocked side of the Hue Causeway during the typhoon.

x. On 18 September 1968 Rear Admiral A. C. HUSBAND, Commander NAVFAC,
visited Camp Wilkinson and toured various NMCB EIGHT construction sites.

¥ On 21 September 1968 the NMCB EIGHT/NMCB ONE TWENTY ONE BEEP
commenced,

z. On 2 October 1968 NMCB EIGHT participated in the ceremonial opening
of Col Co Road by LTGEN R. E. CUSHMAN and LTGEN HANONG XUAN LAM/

aa. 1011, 11 Cctober 1968 NMCB ONE TH¥ENTY ONE relieved NMCB EIGHT at
Camp Wilkinson,

bb, On 12 October 1968 MMCB EIGHT's main body completed a successful



return to CONUS.

5. Major Problems.

a. The ensmies TET Offensive took place almost concurreatly with the
arrival of the battalion in-country. This severly deterred the construction
effort during the early months. Much of the workload consisted of roadwork
and associated vertical comstruction which was not accessable due to the
tactical situation. In addition the large commiiments for camp security
due to the large perimeter and tactical situation reduced seriously the
available manpower to pursue the work. Shortages of materials and fuel
resulting from the offensive had long l:sting effects on many projects.

The situation was futher aggravated by thetotal destruction of the Battalion
Engineering building on 31 January with the loss of all drawings and records
by fire. .

b. The battalion recovered gradually from these effects, however, and
was soon in full swing on the assigned workload as well as numerous repair
projects in support of the recovery effort.

c. Typhoon Beth on 5 September 1968 again set back construction progress
causing over two days of total lost time and inflicting considerable minor

damage to construction in progresse.
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